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Farewell Fifth Grade! 
By Adelaide Coffman, Cora Hertz, Mae Todd, Lyla Matheny, Bea 

Livingston, Diana Dietz, Emmy Schweitzer, Marie Tulou, Kyelyn Danford  

 

 
   

 

 

 

 
 

This was a special year for us 5th graders. We had a lot of fun and 
learned a lot, but we sadly must go to middle school. We will miss Highland 
Park so much and we are sad to leave our friends and our glorious teachers. 
We give a HUGE shoutout to Ms. Hale, Mrs. Hogan, Mrs. Mercer, and Ms. Gibson, 
our queens. We wish you all good luck in 5th grade next year and we hope 
you keep our reputations alive with a new class.  
 Wish us luck during middle school. We cannot wait for 3 years of 
complete torture! Don’t forget that 5th graders are awesome, superior, and 
wise. We’re ready to pass that reputation on to a new group. Good luck 
future 5th graders. Treat the teachers with respect because they are the best. 
Watch out teacher’s because the 4th graders are a comin’!  

Well Wishes  
 

   

 

 

 

 
 

Dear Fifth Grade,  
We have loved watching you 

learn, grow, and collaborate this 
year. Always remember, you are 
scientists, authors, explorers, deep 
thinkers, creators, mathematicians, 
Earth stewards, word sleuths, and 
future world changers. Remember 
to keep your eyes open for puns, 
palindromes, and idioms – oh, my!  

Love,  
Mrs. Mercer and Ms. 
Gibson 

 
Dear Fifth Grade, 
       We have had such a great year, 
filled with so many memories! Each 
one of you have grown so much 
and worked so hard! We look 
forward to seeing your amazing 
accomplishments as you continue 
to grow!  

Sincerely, 
Mrs. Hogan and Ms. 
Hale 

      

      

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ask AnnaBeth 
By AnnaBeth Padgett 

Dear AnnaBeth: I like to play soccer, but I am no good. What should 
I do? – Clumsy 

Dear Clumsy: You should keep trying! Just because you are no good 
right now does not mean you cannot be good in the future. Keep 
practicing! Do not give up!  

 

Dear AnnaBeth: I am trying to be friends with someone, but I am 
not sure they want to be friends since at first, we were enemies.     
– Fresh Start 

Dear Fresh Start: Try expressing your feelings to them, so they 
know you don’t want to be enemies and instead, want to be friends. 
They will probably be happy for a fresh start too.  

 

Dear AnnaBeth: I just finished a series I loved more than anything 
else: Spy School!!! Please save me! There was a hint at the end that 
there would be another book!!! But maybe there isn't, and I'm too 
scared to find out. Stuart Gibbs writes other awesome series, but 
Spy School is the best! Save me from my woe! – FanJungle 

Dear FanJungle: If you love the series then you have to find out if 
there is another book. Try checking online to see how many Spy 
School books there are. If there aren’t more then try reading 
another book by Stuart Gibbs.   

 
 

 
Newspaper Favorites  

By Evelyn Strup and Tilly Binks 

 

 

 
 

We asked Highland students which type of newspaper article 
they liked best to help us make the Hawk Herald even better next 

year.  

Comics were a hit! 

Events  Poll  Book  Interview  Puzzles  Comics  

22  19  13  28  72  93  

 

 

 

 

The student spotlight is a chance to get your name in the newspaper. This month it is all about being athletic. Your 
teachers were asked to choose one kid from each class that represents this trait.  

Hawks nominated for being athletic: Dakkerion Wallace, Karon Goodman, Jacari Perdue, Christopher Prim, Jah’cier Banks-Chapman, 
Samuel Farrar, Peyton Young, Aarien Hunt, Deion Thompson, Elijah Brown, Remy Goldberg, Cory Smith, Aydrian Farmer-Martinez, 
Fatimah Yasin, Heys Fralin, Sam Chapman, Maverick Webb, JaNarious Hamlett, Jakeem Baker, Lenard Hamlett, Christophe Tulou, 
Malon Lafon, Tilly Binks.  

Student Spotlight 
 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meet Señora Salvo 
By Berkley Taylor and Tucker Kootsey   

 

 

 

 
 

Meet Señorita Oefelein 
By Addison Horne, Marie LaConte, and AnnaBeth Padgett 

 

 

Q. What made you want to teach 
Spanish? 

A. I’ve known Spanish for a long 
time, and I knew it growing up 
because my dad spoke it at home 
even though I would answer in 
English. I had to learn more of it in 
school, but I was still able to help 
my friends with it since I was used 
to it at home. When I started to 
travel I learned even more and 
really loved it. Eventually I taught 
in a bilingual kindergarten 
classroom where I felt like I was 
helping families and wanted to 
continue that by being a Spanish 
teacher.   

Q. Is it really hard to teach Spanish? 

A. The teaching part isn’t hard but I 
teach at three different schools in 
all different grade levels which can 
be really tricky.  

 

Q. What is your favorite grade 
to teach? 

A: This year I only teach 3rd, 
4th, and 5th but, I like them 
all. 

Q. What made you want to 
teach Spanish? 

A. I really love the culture 
and being able to 
communicate with more 
people than just people who 
speak English and give the 
opportunity to travel is great 
to! 

Q. If you could teach any 
grade what would it be?  

A. If you could teach any 
grade, what would you teach? 

 

Q. What are some of your 
favorite books? 

A: Oh, that is hard! I recently 
read Where the Crawdads 
Sing and I really loved that. I 
loved all the Harry Potter 
books. When I was young, I 
read Gone with the Wind and 
that is still one of my top 
rankings. 

Q. Do you have any kids?  

A: I do not but I have one fur 
baby. She is a dog.  

Q. If you could travel 
anywhere, where would you 
go? 

A: Everywhere because I 
wouldn’t limit it to just 
Spanish countries. I would like 
to see a little bit of everything.   

Q. Did you have any other 
jobs before teaching Spanish? 

A: I did, I worked for about ten 
years in Law Firms. As a legal 
assistant and an office 
administrator. 

Q. Do you enjoy teaching 
here? 

A. Absolutely! I love it here.  

 

  

Q. Where did you grow up? 

A. I grew up in Houston, Texas. After 
I was an adult I moved to Austin, 
Texas and started teaching there. 
After a few years there I moved 
here in 2011. 

Q. Do you have any kids? If so, what 
are their names? 

A. I have two kids. Their names are 
Zander & Lillian. Lillian is in 6th 
grade at Woodrow Wilson Middle 
School and Zander is in 2nd grade at 
Crystal Spring. 

Q. Do you like teaching at Highland 
Park? Where else have you taught 
other than Highland Park? 

A. It is my favorite school to teach 
at. I have also taught at Fishburn 
Park, Round Hill, Woodrow Wilson, 
Patrick Henry, Grandin Court, 
Fairview, and Roanoke Academy. 

Q. Was Spanish the first language 
you spoke? 

A. No. At first, I spoke Spanglish 
which is a mix of Spanish and 
English. The schools I went to taught 
in English so over time I got used to 
English.  

Q. What do you like to do on 
vacation? 

A. I favorite thing to do on vacation 
is to sleep in. I also like to eat, go 
shopping, and play board games. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Summer Book Suggestions 
By Annelise White and Free Harris 

 
 

 

 
 

During the summer is a great time to read. If you don’t 
want to go outside in the heat and don’t know what to do inside, 
you can grab a book, sit down, and read. 
 
  

Summer Break Activity 
Ideas 

By Mae Todd and Cora Hertz  

 

 

 
 

Here are a few activities you could do over summer 
break.  These are just some of the activities you can do. 
If you have another way to use your time, DO IT! There 
is nothing stopping you. The ideas are limitless!! 

1. Read a book that was recommended in previous 
newspapers.  

2. Draw a self-portrait or a picture of a friend or 
family member.  

3. Watch a movie.   
4. Author a poem or short story.  
5. Ask for all your friends' addresses at the end of 

the year... and get a pen-pal over the Summer!  
6. Make a fort out of blankets  
7. Write a play and perform in front of family  
8. Write a song or a rap and sing/play it with your 

friends  
9. Go to a local playground or a park.   
10. Try some tag variations (e.g., Blob Tag, Freeze Tag, 

Hide-and-Seek Tag, Zombie Tag, Infection, etc.) 
11. Go to a summer camp or/and meet new people  
12. Try a new recipe (if you are younger then have 

adult supervision).  
13. Go to the pool. Some pools are the Elks Club, the 

Gators, Olympic Park, etc.  
14. Learn about animals/plants outside your house  
15. Try puzzles, like Sudoku and Word find and 

Crossword.  
16. If you have a pet, play with them. Animals 

deserve extra attention.  

Here are some summer book suggestions:  
• Percy Jackson 
• Alma and How She Got Her Name 
• Explorer Academy 
• Wonder 
• Clean Getaway 
• I Am Every Good Thing 
• Bad Food Game of Scones 
• Sea Bear 
• Merci Suárez Changes Gears 
• Junie B. Jones 
• The Chronicles of Narnia 
• The Legend of Rock, Paper, Scissors 
• The Giving Tree 
• Finding Winnie 
• The Bad Seed  

 
Here are some great authors to check out:  

• Stuart Gibbs 
• Rita Williams Garcia 
• James Ponti 
• Kate DiCamillo 
• Jacqueline Woodson 
• Dr. Seuss 
• Natalie Babbitt 
• Aaron Blabey 
• Christian Robinson 
• Kevin Henkes 
• Oge Mora 
• Joanna Ho  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No Need to Speed-Keep 
Students Safe  

By Viana Garland  

What is a speed limit?              

A speed limit is the maximum speed you can legally drive at a 
given road. The speed limit for elementary and middle school 
zones in the City of Roanoke is 15 mph on neighborhood roads 
or 25 mph on arterial (busier) roads. School zones will be 
marked by a speed limit sign with a flashing light or the 
hours posted that indicate when the reduced speed is in effect.                                                             

Did You Know?  

• When a person walking is hit by a driver traveling 20 
mph, nine out of ten survive.   

• When a person is walking is hit by a driver traveling 
40 mph only two out of ten survive.  

• In Virginia, every intersection is a crosswalk whether 
it’s painted or not.  

• It is illegal to pass a stopped school bus that has a stop 
sign extended.  

Test your knowledge of traffic safety by taking the quiz 
below either using the link or the QR code. 

PlanRoanoke.org/Quiz  

 

 
 

 

Uniquely Highland  
By Diana Dietz  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Highland Park is unique because it is the only elementary 
school that has people from all over Roanoke. People from all streets 
and directions come to our school! Though we may live in different 
places or look different from each other our differences are what 
unite us! So, look around our beautiful school, what do you see? Here 
are some interesting statistics that show where we live.  

Top 3 Streets Students Live On 

Highland  Gilmer Albemarle 
26 students 26 students 22 students 

 

What direction do we live in? 

SE = Southeast     NW =Northwest 

SW = Southwest           NE = Northeast 

Out = A place outside of Roanoke City 

NW NE SW SE Out 
101 

students 
9 

students 
97 

students 
59 

students 
24 

students 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Comic Corner    

   

 

Animal Crossword 
By Sam Chapman and Cael Goldberg  

 
   

 

 

 

 
  

Across 

2. an animal that has 
eight tentacles 

7. a mammal with big 
ears 

8. giddy up 

9. caterpillar, cocoon, 
_________. 

10. intelligent beings 
and the evolution of 
apes 

Down 

1. a common house pet 
that is a rodent 

3. a reptile with no 
limbs 

4. a bird that cannot fly 

5. an aquatic animal 
that has a shell 

6. JAWS! 

 

Enter A Poem 

By Mae Todd  

Do you want us to quote 

The poem you wrote 

In our Hawk Herald 
newspaper? 

Submit it right in 

To a kindergarten 

Teacher who’s Known as Ms. 
King 

Then it will fuse 

With the rest of the news 

And the school will read it 

Along with everything!!! 

 

Do you want to submit 
a poem or any form of 
creative writing to put in the 
Hawk Herald? Start writing 
over the summer and bring 
your work in to Ms. King in 
room 137 to make your 
writing public in next year’s 
paper!   

 

 

Creative Writing 
Submissions 


